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Fair Share of Tax Burden
A fair share of tax burden addresses taxation system that promotes equity among all the taxpayers. It is important to mention that citizens hope for fairness in all issues relating to public policy, which include taxation. Unfair tax systems are likely to be resisted, and they normally fail in achieving their objectives, which is to raise the resource required to carry out development projects. The literature will examine both benefit-received principle and the ability-to-pay principle to determine which is suitable in collecting revenues for funding state projects. 
The benefits-received principle asserts that people should pay taxes for projects that benefit them (O'Connor & Faille, 2000). The main benefit of this principle is that individuals are motivated to pay taxes after realizing that the revenues they generate will be purposely used for their advantage. In this case, the benefit-perceived principle may be used in funding public transport in the State Capitol. Ideally, when this principle is used in this instance, it will ensure that no person acquires benefits at the expense of other people. This is because only individuals who rely on public transportation will be taxed. This concept also has some challenges since it would be unfair to ask some groups of people, such as the homeless, to raise funds for their welfare. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ability-to-pay principle maintains that ability to pay tax depends on an individual’s income and wealth. This means that rich and wealthy people are better placed when raising revenues than those whose income is low. The critics of this principle explain that individuals who have acquired wealth through their commitment and hard work should not be punished through taxation (O'Connor & Faille, 2000). In this case, the ability-to-pay principle should be funding for the cross-state highway since it serves everyone in the state, and it would be unfair to tax both rich and poor equally. Wealthy individuals should contribute more than those whose wealth is low. 
In conclusion, having examined both benefit-received principle and ability-to-pay principle to determine which is suitable in collecting revenues for funding state projects, it is clear that both principles may be applied depending on the nature of the projects. The benefits-received principle benefits those who pay taxes while the ability-to-pay principle stipulates that rich people should pay more than those whose income is low.
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